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SUBJ: TRIP REPORT: MONROVIA-BAMAKO BY LANDROVER 

1. DCM AMEMBASSY BAMAKO KUNIHOLM AND CHAUFFEUR DROVE 
EMBASSY'S NEW LANDROVER FROM MONROVIA TO BAMAKO (812 
MILES) IN TWO-DAY TRIP, JULY 3-4 INCLUDING OVERNIGHT IN 
MAN, IVORY COAST AVERAGING 32 MPH ON MONROVIA-MAN STRETCH 
AND 38 MPH ON MAN-BAMAKO LINK ENCOURTERING NO ELATS NOR 
MECHANICAL PROBLEMS. ROAD ITINERARY WAS: MONROVIA, GANTA, 
SAGLEIPIE, TAPETA, TOBLI, TOBOWN (BORDER POST); IVORY COAST: 
TOULEPLEU (BORDER POST); ZEALE; DANANE, MAN (OVERNIGHT); 

ODIENNE; TIEEINZO (BORDER POST); MALI; MANANKORO (BORDER POST); 
BOUGOUNI; AND BAMAKO. CUSTOMS/POLICE/IMMIGRATION FORMALITIES AT 
TOETOWN, MONROVIA; TOULEPLEU, IVORY COAST; TIEFINZO, IVORY COAST; 
AND MANANKORO, MALI TOOK TOTAL TIME OF 2.5 HOURS. 

ALTHOUGH RAINY SEASONHAD COMMENCED AND ROADS WERE 
MUDDY, ROUTE IS EASILY DONE IN LANDROVER-TYPE VEHICLE 
AND MAY EVEN BE POSSIBLE THOUGH NOT RECOMMENDED IN 
STANDARD-SHIFT VEHICLE. NEVER USED EOUR WHEEL DRIVE 
DURING ENTIRE TRIP IN SPITE OF MIRED ROADS AND 
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DEPARTURE/ARRIVAL TIMES JULY 3 WERE MONRO VIA/0600 
DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL MAN/2030. DEPARTURE/ARRIVAL 
TIMES JULY 4 WERE MAN/0730 DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL BAMAKO/ 

1930. ACCOMMODATIONS AT HOTEL CAVALCADE IN MAN WERE 
EXCELLENT. 

2. BASED ON THIS TRIP BELIEVE CONVOYING DROUGHT-RELIEE 
GRAIN MONROVIA/BAMAKO IMPRACTICAL SHORT-RUN EOR TWO 
MAJOR REASONS: (I) REPAIR, UPKEEP, AND IN SOME CASES 
ACTUAL RECONSTRUCTION OE HUNDREDS OF SMALL BRIDGES AND 
CULVERTS WOULD BE REQUIRED. ROUTE THOUGH EASILY TRAVER- 
SABLE IN LIGHT PASSENGER VEHICLE, WOULD POSE CONSTANT 
OBSTACLE FOR HEAVY LADEN GRAIN CONVOYS EOR WHICH MANY CULVERTS 
AND BRDGES WOULD BE EITHER TOO WEAK OR TOO NARROW. EOR 
EXAMPLE, BETWEEN TOULEPLEU AND DANANE ENCOURTERED AT LEAST 

30 LOG BRIDGES IN PARTIAL DECAY THAT WOULD CRUMBLE UNDER 
PRESSURE HEAVY LOAD. ONLY WITH SPECIAL REPAIR AND ROAD 
MAINTENANCE TEAMS WORKING IN THREE COUNTRIES COULD THESE 
ROADS REMAIN OPEN TO HEAVY GRAIN CONVOYS. (B) ORDER 
EORMALITIES INCLUDING CORRUPT OEEICIALS MIGHT POSE 
SECOND MAJOR PROBLEM. EOR EXAMPLE, IN SPITE OE 
DIPLOMATIC PLATES AND PASSPORT AND PROPER DOCUMENTATION, 

OBVIOUS THAT BORDER POSTS ENGAGED IN DELAYING TACTICS 
IN EEEORT ELLICIT BRIBES (WITHOUT ANY SUCCESS). BORDER 
POLICE IN TOULEPLEU, IVORY COAST WERE DRUNK, RUDE, AND 
SHAMELESS IN EXTORTION DEMANDS. ONE YOUNG AMERICAN 
THERE HAD BEEN AWAITING BORDER CLEARANCE EOR EIVE HOURS, 

AND DCM PREVAILED ONLY AETER EMPHASIZING IMPORTANCE HIS 
RETURNING BAMAKO SOONEST FOR IMPORTANT DROUGHT-RELIEFC 
MISSION. AT MANANKORO, MALI CUSTOMS KEPT DCM AWAITING 
EOR 30 MINUTES WHILE SIMPLE STAMP AND SIGNATURE WERE 
PLACED ON TRANSHIPMENT DOCUMENT. 

3. GREATLY APPRECIATE HOSPITALITY NALI.ES AND OUTSTANDING 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT, AMEMBASSY MONROVIA. 

MCGUIRE 
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